
Signature Gathering Procedures 

Petition Signature Gathering
Guidance for sponsoring committees pursuing the recall 
of an elected official. 

1.	 Circulator must be present when signer signs the petition. 

2.	 Have a clearly printed name. Ask the signer to print and sign clearly. Illegible 
printed signatures will be rejected if a name cannot be determined.

3.	 Include a complete residential, general delivery, or rural route address. 

	       Must indicate if the address is a street, avenue, boulevard,
	       place, circle, etc.

	       Must provide a directional indicator for the address:
	       N, S, E, W, NE, SW, etc.

Make sure your petition signatures follow these guidelines to ensure 
they are not rejected.

Example of complete address within a signature sheet:

Month
Day
Year

Name of Qualified Elector
PRINTED

Name of Qualified Elector
SIGNATURE

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Include street type, any directional 

(N,S,E,W), apartment or suite 
numbers, if applicable.

CITY,
STATE

ZIP
CODE

8/1/29 Joe Smith 123 Forest Blvd NE, Apt #2 Inkster, 
ND 58244Joe Smith

600 E Boulevard Ave - Dept. 108
Bismarck, ND 58505-0500

Phone: 701-328-4146
www.sos.nd.gov

Recalling an Elected Official                        	
		      		     in North Dakota

4.	 Each person must sign the petition individually. Do not let another person 
sign for another individual, such as his or her spouse/partner. Such 
signatures will be rejected.

5.	 Include the complete date that he or she signed.

Qualifications 
of Signers

Individuals signing 
recall petitions must 
be qualified electors of 
the jurisdiction for the 
person being recalled:

        U.S. Citizen

        At least 18 years old

        Lived in North  
        Dakota for 30 days   
        or more

Calling
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Once the recall petition 
is complete and 
accepted by the filing 
officer, if no other 
candidate filings are 
received other than the 
official being recalled, a 
recall election will not 
be held. 

Find more information 
on recalling an elected 
official in North Dakota 

on our website.


